
 

Lesson 25 – Holy Orders 

 

As you know, not everyone is called to the vocation of Matrimony.  Some people 

are called to the religious life.  This means being a religious sister or brother, or a 

priest.  You have already heard that priests have been given special powers from 

God.  The sacrament that includes a man becoming a priest is called Holy Orders. 

 

Jesus has given priests the power to stand in His place, especially through 

preaching the Gospel and administering the sacraments.  They have special gifts 

from the Holy Spirit that allow them to do things that the rest of us can not do, 

such as turn bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ in the Eucharist, 

and to absolve from sins in Confession. 

 

The priest is also a sign of Jesus as the Groom, which you learned about in the 

previous lesson.  That is why a priest has to be a man.  A vocation to the 

priesthood is a very wonderful and powerful call from God.  Every Catholic young 

man should ask God if He is calling him to be a priest. 

 

During the sacrament of Holy Orders, the bishop lays his hands on the head of the 

man becoming a priest and prays.  The Holy Spirit comes on the new priest in a 

special way, with special gifts for the vocation, and the priest receives special 

grace to help him live his vocation in a happy and holy way.  Being a priest is very 

beautiful, but like every vocation, it can be very hard.  We should pray for our 

priests often. 

 

There is a wonderful religious vocation for women, too, being a religious sister.  

The Church is the Bride of Christ, but sisters are called to marry Jesus in a very 

special way.  They have a very special and beautiful relationship with Him.  They 

are an important sign for the world of what our relationship with Jesus should be 

like. 

 


